
West Irondequoit Central School District 
321 LIST AVENUE 

ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14617 
Telephone: (585) 342-5500 

FAX: (585) 266-1556 
www.westirondequoit.org 

 
 
 
April 9, 2021 
 
Dear Families: 

Our staff, administration and parents have worked hard to gather input and plan for the potential next 
step to our school reopening. Today, we share more of the anticipated shifts at the elementary (grades K-
6) and secondary (grades 7-12). Both reflect a deep analysis of health, safety, instructional coherence, 
mental health, and social-emotional wellness for students and staff. It is a daunting task, given what 
people have endured over the past year in fostering the success we have achieved thus far.  

A change at the elementary level is predicated on a shift in the NYS Department of Health guidance, 
specifically to the CDC. If this occurs and when we deem it safe, elementary classrooms would have the 
greatest potential for adding the fifth day of instruction. Adding in-person instruction on Wednesdays will 
further improve the instructional coherence across all days by increasing the contact time between 
students and teachers Monday through Friday.  

For secondary students, increasing in-person learning is much less probable even if a change in CDC 
guidance occurs for daily new COVID-19 infection rates. Along with scheduling concessions made to keep 
students within a household in the same cohort (Blue or Gold), this guidance creates an incredible 
challenge. For these reasons, the proposal focuses on increasing teacher-student contact time through 
added synchronous instruction on remote learning days.  

Please review THIS ATTACHMENT with more details.  

As we hope this plan reflects, our team is taking a measured approach centered on our students. Making 
a decision is extremely difficult because there is no “one size fits all” or perfect answer. Our staff has been 
incredible this entire year. They have learned new skills to teach differently and been flexible in their 
roles. Teacher assistants, aides and clerical staff have taken on new challenges and greater responsibilities 
to get us to this point. And now, we are asking our team for more. Again, this makes the decision even 
more challenging. Our people have made the difference, and we cannot thank them enough. With that, 
we must ensure they are also carefully considered in this equation and provided with the guidance, tools 
and support to meet their high expectations while remaining physically, emotionally and mentally well.  

We will provide more details when the guidance is updated, and our plans crystalize for this transition 
sometime in early May. Thank you for your ongoing support and patience as we navigate this pandemic 
together.  

CULTURALLY RELEVANT INSTRUCTION 

Also attached to this email is more information on the district’s ongoing work to support culturally 
relevant and responsive instruction. It includes Questions & Answers on what this work means for West 
Irondequoit. 

 

 

https://westirondequoit.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_228510/File/DISTRICT/Superintendent/Supt%20Update/040921_ReopenSlides_Family.pdf


COVID-19 UPDATE 

Since our last communication on Monday, April 5th, the Monroe County Department of Public Health has 
reported six new cases in our District: three students at Rogers Middle School and one student each at 
Irondequoit HS, Dake Jr. HS and Briarwood schools.  

Per federal privacy laws, we can’t disclose any more details or personally identifiable information. If you 
have questions, call the MCDPH Hotline at 753-5555. For COVID-related updates, visit our COVID-19 
Information page. Our next communication is scheduled for Monday, April 12th. 

In partnership, 

  

Aaron R. Johnson, Ed. D 
Superintendent of Schools 
 

 

https://www.monroecounty.gov/health-COVID-19

